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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



1. Claims 8-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Regarding claims 8 and 28, it is noted that Claims 8 and 28 contain the functional 



however, it is noted there is not sufficient structure within the claim to provide for the function 
language such that "adapted to ..." as recited in the claims 8/28 by the Applicant. In view of 
this, claims 8-35 are rejected under 1 12/2nd because the Functional languages of claims 8/28 
render a claim improper. 



2. Claim 25 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75 as being a substantial duplicate of claim 26. 
When two claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in content that they both 
cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is proper after allowing one claim 
to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed claim. See MPEP § 
706.03(k). 



limitation such as " adapted to 



as recited in line 5 and 9 of claim 8 and line 3 of claim 28, 



Double Patenting 
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Claim Objections 

3. Claim 3 lis objected to because of the following informalities: In claim 31, line 2, please 
delete the word "aid". Appropriate correction is required. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 8-35 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims - 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was 
commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to 
the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor 
and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was 
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made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 
U.S.C 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 8-17, 25-29, 3 1-32 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mizutani et al. (U.S. 5,621,868) in view of Uekane et al. (U.S. 5,559,554). 

Regarding claim 8, Mizutani '868 discloses a video printer (Fig. 1 A) comprising: a video 
printer housing portion, a printer mechanism (i.e., this is part of the element 10) and an operation 
system (i.e., see Fig. 1 A, the element 10; col. 3, lines 45+); 

said video printer housing (10) having a connector (i.e., the element 14) being structurally 
adapted to mechanically and electrically attach a video camera (12) to said video printer housing 
portion (10); 

said video camera (12) being removably connectable with said video printer housing 
portion (Fig. 1A), said video camera (12) being adapted to operate separate and apart from said 
video printer (i.e., noted from the Fig. 1 A, that the video camera 12 is a conventional video 
camera, thus, the video camera 12 may be disconnect from the housing portion 10, so that the 
video camera 12 may be used separately), a display device (23) (Fig. IB) is incorporated therein 
(i.e., col. 3, lines 58+); - - - . 

said printer mechanism being incorporated within said video printer housing portion (i.e., 
Fig. 1 A; col. 3, lines 45+), said printer mechanism outputting a physical reproduction of an image 
(i.e., Fig. 1 A, the element 22), said image being captured by said video camera (12); and 
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said operation system (16) being incorporated within said video printer housing portion 
(10), said operation system controlling selection of said image displayed on said display device 
and controlling operation of said printer mechanism (i.e., Fig. 1 A; the elements 16, 18 and 20; see 
col. 3, lines 45+). 

Furthermore, it is noted that the display device (23) of Mizutani c 868 is not incorporated 
within the video camera (12) as recited in claim 8. 

However, it is conventionally well-known in the art to incorporate the display device, such 
as a LCD display device, within the video camera so that it would allow the camera operator to 
conveniently monitor the live video image data while the video camera is capturing/reproducing 
the video image therein as taught by Uekane '554 (i.e., see Fig. 4, the LCD display 6; col. 6, lines 



In view of this, having the system of Mizutani c 868 and then given the well-established 
teaching of Uekane '554, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the system of Mizutani c 868 by providing the display 
device (i.e., the LCD 6 of Uekane '554) as taught by Uekane '554 so that the size of the overall 
will be miniaturized and further simplify the structure of the system because such a modification 
as taught by Uekane '554 would eliminate the use of the separate monitor (23). 

Regarding claim 9, the combination of Mizutani '868 and Uekane '554 discloses wherein 
said printer mechanism (10) prints said image on a printing paper (22) as a hard copy, said image 
being selected from a plurality of vide pictures, said plurality of video pictures being recorded by 
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said video camera as continuous motion images (i.e., noted in col. 3, lines 45+ of Mizutani e 868 
that the role of the video camera 12 is to provide the "video" picture signals on the display 23 so 
that the user may selected the desired still image from the "video" picture signals generated by the 
video camera 12. It is also noted that the "video" picture signals are normally considered as 
continuous motion images.) 

Regarding claim 10, the combination of Mizutani '868 and Uekane c 554 discloses wherein 
said operation system is used to select said image to be printed by said printer mechanism (i.e., 
noted from Fig. 1 A of Mizutani c 868 that with the use of the control panel 16, the operator may 
select the desired image to be printed by the printer 10). 

Regarding claim 11, the combination of Mizutani c 868 and Uekane '554 discloses wherein 
said display device includes a liquid crystal display (i.e., see col. 6, lines 5+ of Uekane '554). 

Regarding claim 12, the combination of Mizutani '868 and Uekane '554 discloses wherein 
said image is displayed on said display device (i.e., Fig. IB of Mizutani '868 and Fig. 4 of Uekane 
'554). 

Regarding claim 13, the combination of Mizutani '868 and Uekane '554 discloses wherein 
said image that is displayed on said display device (i.e., the display 23 of Mizutani '868 and the 
LCD 6 of Uekane '554) is controlled by said operation system (i.e., the element 16 of Mizutani 
'868; see col. 3, lines 47+ of Mizutani '868). 

Regarding claim 14, the combination of Mizutani '868 and Uekane '554 discloses wherein 
said operation system (i.e., the element 16 of Mizutani '868) includes a shuttle ring, said shuttle 
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ring providing a control to fast-forward said image displayed on said display device or to rewind 
said image displayed on said display device (i.e., noted the use of button 18 of Mizutani e 868 as 
shown in Fig. 1A). 

Regarding claim 15, the combination of Mizutani c 868 and Uekane '554 discloses wherein 
said shuttle ring has a play button integrally disposed therein, said play button providing a control 
to play back said image displayed on said display device (i.e., noted that the control panel 16 
provide the appropriate control signals by using the buttons 18 to control the video camera 12, 
thus, the play button must be provided so that the operator can play back a desired image on a 
video tape of the video camera 12). 

Regarding claims 16 and 17, the combination of Mizutani c 868 and Uekane '554 discloses 
the claimed limitations because it is noted that the control panel (1) of Mizutani '868 provides the 
appropriate control signals by using the buttons (18) to control the video camera (12), thus, the 
use of a stop button and a pause button must be provided in the control panel (16) so that the user 
may stop the play back operation when the play operation of the video camera (12) is needed and 
the user may pause the play operation when the desired image is selected for performing the still 
image print process therein. — 

Regarding claims 25 and 27, please see the Examiner's comment with respect to claim 9 
as set forth above. 
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Regarding claim 26, the combination of Mizutani '868 and Uekane '554 discloses wherein 
said operation system is disposed on said video printer housing portion (i.e., see Fig. 1 A, the 
elements 16 and 10 of Mizutani '868). 

Regarding claim 28, -the combination of Mizutani '868 and Uekane '554 discloses wherein 
said connector (14) includes a locking mechanism (i.e., noted that the conventional video camera 
12 is coupled to the printer 10 via a cable 14, thus, the locking mechanism must be provided to 
secure the connection between the video camera 12 and the printer housing 10). 

Regarding claim 29, the combination of Mizutani '868 and Uekane '554 discloses wherein 
said video printer housing (10) portion includes a signal input and output connection terminal 
(i.e., the connection of cable 14 to the housing 10) disposed on said video printer housing portion 
(10), said signals input and output connection terminal electrically connecting (i.e., it is clearly 
obvious from Fig. 1 A that the cable 14 of Mizutani '868 is electrical connecting to the housing 10 
via the input and output portion of the housing 10) said video camera (12) attached to said video 
printer housing portion (10) to said printer mechanism (i.e., noted the printer mechanism is 
located within the printer housing 10). 

Regarding claim 31, the combination of Mizutani '868 and Uekane '554 discloses wherein 
said video camera is of a video camera with a liquid-srystal display monitor (i.e., noted the 
teaching of Uekane '554 as shown in Fig. 4), and said video printer (i.e., the element 10 of 
Mizutani '868) is operated while said image (i.e., from the camera 12 of Mizutani '868) entered 
into said video printer mechanism (i.e., col. 3, lines 45+ of Mizutani '868) or the manner in which 
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said printer mechanism is operated is visually confirmed on said display device (i.e., noted the use 
of display 23/6 for visually confirming the print image therein). 

Regarding claim 32, the combination of Mizutani '868 and Uekane £ 554 discloses the use 
of video camera operation system (i.e., noted the use of operation panel 16 and the plurality of 
buttons 18) for displaying on said display device (i.e., the display 23/6 as shown by Mizutani '868 
and Uekane '554) in a play mode, pause mode, fast-forward mode or rewind mode a video 
picture recorded as continuous motion images (i.e., noted that the 'video' images 
record/reproduce by the video camera 12 are considered continuous motion images; in col. 3, 
lines 35 of Mizutani '868, it is sated that the video camera 12 serves the dual roles to a video and 
still camera, and this implied that the video camera 12 may provide the moving video images 
recorded on the videotape as continuous motion images). 

Regarding claim 35, the combination of Mizutani '868 and Uekane '554 discloses wherein 
said printer supports a video camera operation switch and a printer operation switch (i.e., Fig. 1 A, 
the elements 18 and 20 of Mizutani '868). 
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7. Claims 18, 19, 20, 33 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mizutani c 868 in view of Uekane '554 as applied to claims discussed above, and further in 
view of Finelli et al (U.S. 4,937,676). 

- Regarding claim 18, the combination of Mizutani '868 and Uekane £ 554 discloses the use 
of the button (20) to generate the still print image selected for the video images display on the 
display device, thus, although it is obvious that some sort of recording medium must be provided 
in the printer (10) of the printer (10) of Mizutani '868 so that the selected image from the video 
images generated by the video camera (12) displays on the display device (23/6) may be printed 
by the printer (10), Mizutani '868 does not explicitly shows the recordable medium within the 
video printer (10). 

In order to support the Examiner's position, Finelli '676 reference is provided to shows 
that it is conventionally well-known in the art to provide the recordable medium (i.e., Fig. 3, the 
element 80 of Finelli c 676) along with the memory button (64) so that the image display on the 
display device may be stored in the memory (80) by the control of the memory button (64) and 
allowing the user to print the stored image in the later time period (i.e., see col. 7, lines 35+). 

In view of the above, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the system of Mizutani '868 by providing the 
recordable medium (i.e., the element 80) within the video printer (10) of Mizutani '868 as taught 
by Finelli £ 676, so that the user may conveniently store selected images in the video printer 
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storage unit and printing of such stored images in the later time period as desired by the operator, 
and such a modification clearly would improve operability of the system of Mizutani '868. 

Regarding claims 19 and 20, it is noted that although Mizutani '868 shows the use of 
buttons (18/16) in Fig. 1 A, Mizutani '868 does not explicitly shows the use of a second/input 
button for providing a control to access the image that has been stored within a recordable 
medium of said video printer. 

However, the above mentioned claimed limitations are well-known in the art as evidenced 
by Finelli c 676. In particular, Finelli '676 teaches the use of a second/input button (i.e., as shown 
in Figs. 1 and 3 of Finelli '676, the control panel 64 contains the second/input buttons; see col 6, 
lines 65-col. 7, line 26) for providing a control to access the image that has been stored within a 
recordable medium (80) of said video printer (14). 

In view of the above, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the system of Mizutani '868 by providing the 
recordable medium (i.e., the element 80) within the video printer (10) of Mizutani '868 along with 
the corresponding control buttons (i.e., the second/input buttons) as taught by Finelli '676, and 
such a modification clearly would improve operability of the system of Mizutani '868. 

Regarding claim 33, the combination of Mizutani '868 and Uekane '554 discloses that 
with the use of a control panel (16), the video printer (10) selected the desired image from the 
video images recorded on the videotapes as continuous motion images (i.e., noted that the video 
images recorded on the video tape of the video camera 12 is conventionally well-known as 
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continuous motion images), however, Mizutani e 868 does not explicitly shows that the selected 
image is stored in the memory of the video printer. 

As discussed above with respect to claims 18-20, Finelli '676 clearly teaches the use of 
memory (80) in the video printer (14) is well-known in the art, thus, it would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of 
Mizutani '868 by providing the recordable medium (i.e., the element 80) within the video printer 
(10) of Mizutani '868 as taught by Finelli '676, so that the user may conveniently store selected 
images in the video printer storage unit and printing of such stored images in the later time period 
as desired by the operator, and such a modification clearly would improve operability of the 
system of Mizutani c 868. 

As for claim 34, Finelli '676 also teaches the use of input operation means (i.e., the printer 
control panel 64; see col. 6, lines 65-col. 7, lines 26 of Finelli '676) for entering video data 
indicative of a video picture in a memory (80) of the video printer (14), thus, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
system of Mizutani '868 by providing the recordable medium (i.e., the element 80) within the 
video printer (10) of Mizutani '868 along with the corresponding input operation means (i.e., the 
input buttons 64) as taught by Finelli '676, and such a modification clearly would improve 
operability of the system of Mizutani '868. 
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8. Claims 21-24 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mizutani '868 in view of Uekane ' 5 54 as applied to claims discussed above, and further in view of 
Kozuki et al. (U.S. 4,507,689). 

Regarding claim 21, although the combination of Mizutani '868 and Uekane '554 show 
that the video camera (12) is connected to the printer housing (10) via a cable (14) which includes 
a signal input/output terminal (i.e., see Fig. 1 A of Mizutani '868), it is noted that the combination 
of Mizutani c 868 and Uekane '554 does not explicitly show the use of a plurality of guide rails as 
recited in present claimed invention. 

However, it is cleared that with the use of cable (14), it is necessary for the operator to 
rearrange the cable connection by removing and inserting connectors, resulting in troublesome 
operations, thus, it would have been obvious to provide a connector having plurality guide rails as 
taught by Kozuki '689 (i.e., noted the plurality of guide rails 101/201/301 and 503 for connecting 
the camera with the external equipment 500) so that it would provide an easy connector which is 
free from the inconvenience of complicated wiring or rewiring of the cable thereof 

In view of the above, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the system of Mizutani ' 868 by providing the plurality 
of guide rails (i.e., Fig. 1) as taught by Kozuki '689, and such a modification clearly would 
provide an easy connector which is free from the inconvenience of complicated wiring or rewiring 
of the cable thereof so that the operability of the video camera is improved (i.e., see col. 1, lines 
20+ of Kozuki '689). 



Application/Control Number: 08/610,758 Page 14 



Art Unit: 2612 



Regarding claim 22, when the system of Mizutani 6 868 is modify as taught by Kozuki 
'689, it would obviously provide the guide rails (i.e., the elements 101/503) being structurally 
adapted for guiding the video camera (12) onto the video printer housing portion (10). 

Regarding claim 23, the combination of Mizutani c 868, Uekane '554 and Kozuki '689 
shows wherein the input/output terminal (i.e., noted the cable 14 of Mizutani '868 and the T1-T5 
as taught by Kozuki '689) includes at least one contact member, said contact member being in 
electrical contact with said video camera to provide a signal between said video printer (10) and 
said video camera (12). 

Regarding claim 24, the combination of Mizutani '868, Uekane '554 and Kozuki '689 
shows wherein said input/output terminal includes at lest one contact member, said contact 
member (i.e., Tl of Kozuki '689) being in electrical contact with said video camera (12/100) to 
provide power between said video printer (10) and said video camera (12/100)(col. 5, lines 1+ of 
Kozuki '689). 

Regarding claim 30, it is noted that claim 30 substantially contains the same limitations as 
claims 21-24, thus, rejected for the same reasons as discussed for the claims 21-24 (i.e., see the 
Examiner's comment above). Furthermore, it is noted that claim 30 also recites that the guide 
rails guide an electrode terminal dispose on a bottom surface of the video camera, and the 
teaching of Kozuki '689 show that the guide rails guide an electrode terminal disposed on the side 
of the camera, however, it is obvious from the Fig. 1 A of Mizutani '868 that the bottom of the 
video camera (12) of Mizutani '868 is naturally disposed on top of the printer house (10), thus, 
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when the system of Mizutani '868 is modified by the teaching of Kozuki '689, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to dispose the 
guide rails of Kozuki £ 689 on a bottom of the video camera (12) to guide an electrode terminal as 
taught by Kozuki '689, since it has been held that rearranging parts of an invention involves only 
routine skill in the art. 

9. Claim 33 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mizutani c 868 in 
view of Uekane '554 as applied to claims discussed above, and further in view of Kamikubota 
(U.S. 6,091,881). 

Regarding claim 33, the combination of Mizutani '868 and Uekane '554 does not 
explicitly state that the operation system includes a memory operation means for storing video 
data indicative of a video picture selected from said plurality of video pictures recorded as 
continuous motion images by said video camera in a memory of said video printer. 

However, the above mentioned claimed limitations are well-known in the art as evidenced 
by Kamikubota '881. In particular, Kamikubota '881 teaches the use of a memory operation 
means in the operation system (i.e., Fig. 4, the element 122, 104 and 88) for storing video data 
indicative of a video picture selected from said plurality of video pictures recorded as continuous 
motion images by said video camera in a memory of said video printer (col. 5, lines 25+ and col. 
9, lines 35+) so that the operator intending to reproduce the selected video picture stored in the 
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memory can adjust the tonality and other factor of the picture to be printed by the video printer 
(i.e., see col. 5, lines 35+). 

Therefore, having the system of Mizutani '868 and then given the well-established 
teaching of Kamikubota '881, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the system of Mizutani c 868 as taught by Kamikubota 
'881, since Kamikubota '881 states at col. 5, lines 35 that such a modification would allow the 
operator to reproduce the selected video picture stored in the memory for adjusting the tonality 
and other factor of the selected video picture to be printed by the video printer thereof. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Kinoshita '262 shows the use of a plurality of guide rails in the imaging system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Aung S. Moe whose telephone number is (703) 306-3021. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Wendy Garber, can be reach 
on (703) 305-4929. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
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Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



or faxed to: 



(703) 872-9314, (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed to 
the customer service number (703) 306-0377. 



A. Moe 




May 20, 2002 



